[Oral vaccines against poliomyelitis and vaccination-related paralytic poliomyelitis in Germany. Do we need a new immunization strategy?].
Oral vaccination against poliomyelitis, which was carried out worldwide, lead to eradication of poliomyelitis in the United States, in South America and parts of Europe; in other parts of the world, paralytic poliomyelitis is still a severe risk of health. In those countries where poliomyelitis has been eradicated, it is presently discussed whether the vaccination schedules should be changed to an inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), as in polio-free countries only cases of paralytic poliomyelitis after vaccinations have been reported. Behringwerke's data from a 30-year period of analysing adverse drug reaction reveal the following: using the trivalent oral polio vaccine (OPV), based on WHO case definition, the risk for vaccine-associated paralytic poliomyelitis with permanent damage is approximately 1 case for 4.5 million vaccinations (0.22 per million) in vaccinees, and approximately 1 case for 11 million (0.09 per million) in contact persons. This low risk is in line with the data ascertained worldwide.